
The conference will be held on  

Sunday, 20th August 2017  

from 9:00am to 4:15pm. The cost to 

attend is $40, and a light vegetarian 

lunch will be provided, along with 

morning and afternoon tea. 

Please register early as places are lim-

ited. 

Venue: 

The Janssen Spirituality Centre is  

located at 22 Woodvale Avenue,  

Boronia, off  Boronia Rd between 

Scoresby and Dorset Roads.  

The Janssen Centre offers pro-

grammes and events which provide a 

deeper understanding of  the rich-

ness in all cultural and spiritual tradi-

tions.  It is also a venue at which peo-

ple from all backgrounds can cele-

brate these traditions. 

The Centre caters for cross-cultural 

programmes, ecumenical and inter-

faith meetings, retreats, meditation 

programmes for adults and children, 

workshops and seminars in adult-faith 

formation, women's spirituality.   

 

Are you afraid of  the unknown?  
Do other religions seem odd, 
strange or frightening to you?  
Will they tempt you away from 

your own faith?  
Or could they be an exciting 
new field of  spiritual growth 

for you? 
 

The Mela Interfaith Group is a not-for

-profit organisation which seeks to  

promote the ties of  friendship be-

tween members of  different faith tra-

ditions in order to learn from each 

other's spiritual experience and to 

journey together in peace and har-

mony.  

Mela activities include: interfaith re-

treats, conversations, study groups on 

sacred texts, joint interfaith teachings 

on selected themes, hermitage experi-

ences, conferences and pilgrimages. 

 

For more information, booking and  

payment details, please email 

jeandupuche@gmail.com 

 

 

Presented by the Mela Interfaith 

Group 

www.melainterfaith.org 



He realised that Christians and Muslims needed 

to develop a more respectful attitude towards 

one another's faith tradition, so he began to 

deepen his understanding of Islam by studying 

the languages of Urdu and Arabic. After writing 

a thesis on a Pakistani scholar who had pub-

lished an original approach to the interpretation 

of the Qur'an, Herman completed a PhD in Is-

lamic studies at Aligarh Muslim University in 

India. Subsequently, Herman returned to Austra-

lia where he has been doing further research into 

ways of interpreting the Qur’an. His interest is to 

find ways of understanding Islam that can be 

understood and accepted by people living in a 

secular society like Australia.  

 

John  is a Priest of the 

Archdiocese of Melbourne. 

He is Associate Professor at 

the University of Divinity 

and an Honorary Fellow at 

the Australian Catholic Uni-

versity, and chair of the 

Catholic Interfaith Commit-

tee of the Archdiocese. He has a doctorate in 

Sanskrit, specialising in Kashmir Shaivism and is 

particularly interested in its interface with Chris-

tianity. His book: Abhinavagupta: the Kula Ritual as 

Elaborated in Chapter 29 of the Tantrāloka was pub-

lished in 2003; Jesus, the Mantra of God in 2005; 

and Vers un Tantra Chrétien in 2009 (translated as 

Towards a Christian Tantra). He has written many 

Norman is a former mem-

ber of the security service 

and the federal police force. 

He has devoted much of the 

past 20 years to seeking to 

capture the essence of hu-

man spiritual awareness. 

He has been a member of 

COMMON, the Centre of Melbourne Multi-

faith and Others Network, for over 10 years, 

both as Secretary and Treasurer. COMMON 

appealed to him because it accommodates peo-

ple of no specific religion. 

On Channel 31 he has for 5 years hosted a 

weekly program titled Harmony in Diversity 

which explores faith structures.  

 

Herman spent many years 

as a Christian missionary in 

Indonesia and Pakistan 

engaged in pastoral work 

among the Christian com-

munity. While living in 

these two Muslim coun-

tries, he witnessed at first 

hand the deep relationship 

that Muslims have with God and with the 

Prophet Muhammad.  

articles in these fields. He leads an interfaith ash-

ram on the outskirts of Melbourne.  

 

Frances is a qualified 

Spiritual Director and a 

Holistic Counsellor spe-

cialising in addictions. She 

has spent many years facili-

tating Christian Meditation, 

in particular the practice of 

Lectio Divina. Frances 

spent a few years living and 

learning the spirituality of Brahma Kumaris and 

spent a month in Mount Abu, Rajasthan, the 

headquarters known as Madhuban (Forest of 

Honey) Frances has completed her masters in 

Spirituality and Post Grad studies in Theology. 

 

Each of these four presenters will lead us 

through their personal journey “crossing faith 

borders”, then invite us, the audience, to ask 

questions to further our understanding of their 

experience, so that we may then better relate it 

to our own journeys. At the end of the day, all 

four speakers will appear in a panel to respond 

to questions together. 

http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/
http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/

